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which prudence, or certainly timidity, would 
hare made a halt, and discontinued efforts by 
which I was far more likely to diminish my 
fame than to increase it. But as the celebrated 
John Wilkes is said to have explained to his 
late Majesty, that he himself, amid his full tide 
of popularity, was never a Wilkite, so I can, 
with honest truth, exculpate myself from having 
been at any time a partisan of my own poetry, 
even when it was in the highest fashion with 
the million. It must not be supposed that 
I was either so ungrateful, or so superabun- 
dantly candid, as to despise or scorn the value 
of those whose voice had elevated me so much 
higher than my own opinion told me I de- 
served. I felt, on the contrary, the more 
grateful to the public, as receiving that from 
partiality to me, which I could not have 
claimed from merit ; and I endeavoured to de- 
serve the partiality, by continuing such ex- 
ertions as T was capable of for their amusement. 

" It may be that I did not, in this continued 
course of scribbling, consult either the interest 
of the public, or my own. But the former 
had effectual means of defending themselves, 
and could, by their coldness, sufficiently check 
any approach to intrusion; and for myself, 
I had now for several years dedicated my hours 
so much to literary labour, that I should have 
felt difficulty in employing myself otherwise ; 
and so, like Dogberry, I generously bestowed 
all my tediousness on the public, comforting 
myself with the reflection, that if posterity 
should should think me undeserving of the 
favour with which I was regarded by my con- 
temporaries, • they could not say but what I 
had the crown, and had enjoyed for a time that 
popularity which is so much coveted. 

" I conceived, however, that I held the 
distinguished situation I had obtained, however 
unworthily, rather like the champion of pugi- 
lism, on the condition of being always ready to 
show proofs of my skill, than in the manner of 
the champion of chivalry, who performs his 
duties only on rare and solemn occasions. I 
was in any rase conscious that I could not long 
hold a situation which the caprice, rather than 
the judgment, of the public had bestowed upon 
me, and preferred being deprived of my prece- 
dence by some more worthy rival, to sinking 
into contempt for my indolence, and losing my 
reputation by what Scottish lawyers call the 
neyative prescription. Accordingly, those who 
choose to look at the Introduction to Rokeby 
in the present edition, will be able to trace the 
steps by which I declined as a poet lo figure as 
a novelist ; as the ballad says, Queen Eleanor 
sunk at Charing Cross to rise again at Queen- 
hithe. 

" It only remains for me to say, that, 
during my short pre-eminence of popularity, I 
faithfully observed the rules of moderation 
which I had resolved to follow before I began 
my course as a man of letters. If a man is 
determined to make n noise in the world, be is 
as sure to encounter abuse and ridicule, as he 
who gallops furiously through a village must 
reckon on being followed by the curs in full 
cry. Experienced persons know, that in 
stretching to flog the latter, the rider is very 
apt to catch a bad fall; nor is an attempt 
to chastise a malignant critic attended with 
less danger to the author. On this principle, 
I let parody, burlesque, and squibs, find their 
own level; and while the latter hissed most 
fiercely, I was cautious never to catch them 
up, as schoolboys do, to throw 



against the naiighty boy who fired them off, 
wisely remembering, that they are, in such 
cases, apt to explode in the handling. Let 
me add) that my reign (since Byron has so 
called it) was marked by some instances of 
good-nature as well as patience. I never re- 
fused a literary person of merit such services in 
smoothing his way to the public as were in my 
power; and I had the advantage, rather an 
uncommon one with our irritable race, to enjoy 
general favour, without incurring permanent 
ill-will, so far as is known to me, among arty of 
my contemporaries. 

" Abhotsfordt April 1830." 



Orlando Inrtanorato di Bojardo ,• Orlando 
Furioso di Ariosto : with an Essav on the 
Romantic Poetry of the Italians, Memoirs 
and Notes. — London, W. Pickering. 

This volume, of small pretence and much real 
merit, is edited by Professor Antonio Panlzzi, 
and reflects no little credit on his judgment, 
taste, and talents. Most readers will probably 
be surprised to find the professor tracing the 
origin of romantic poetry among the Italians, 
to the songs of the ancient Welsh bards. To 
Charlemagne, also, be insists on giving a Bri. 
tish origin. There is withal a great deal of 
shrewd observation and sound criticism 
throughout the volume, and the analyis of the 
stories and the introductory remarks are satis- 
factory and entertaining. The following amus- 
ing anecdote of Ogier le Dannays, or the Dane, 
may serve as a specimen of the manner in 
which these details, usually so heavy and stupid : 
are diversified and rendered diverting : 

" His son, Baldwin, playing at chess with 
Chariot, the emperor's son, a quarrel arose, 
and Chariot killed Baldwin with the chess- 
board, which was of gold. Ogier at first 



ties Ogier was reduced, and one night went to 
speak with hhti. On this occasion he offered 
to give him any satisfaction, to accept any con- 
ditions however humiliating; to go to the 
holy sepulchre and pay him any ransom, pro- 
vided he would make peace. Ogier, however, 
would hear nothing of it, but answered that 
hd wanted < blood for blood, and a child for a 
child ;'* and then politely dismissed him, saying, 
' Now, go, arid may the devil break thy neck.' 
After this desperate defence, which Namo 
called le nonpareil de jamais, and which lasted 
seven years, Ogier quietly left his castle at 
night. He was pursued, yet succeeded in es- 
caping on board a vessel bound for the east — 
Being overtaken by a storm, he landed not far 
from Rome, and met with sundry adventures. 
He delivered France from the Saracens, and 
afterward came to England, where he married 
the daughter 6f Acrmr, king of the latter 
country, whom he succeeded on the throne. 

The translations, by various hands, are ge- 
nerally elegant and spirited, and we can re- 
commend this handsome volume, tasteful in its 
mechanical execution, as well as in its style and 
subject matter, even to those who, like our- 
selves, prefer Orlando, both in love and mad- 
ness, most in the original: 

We love the language, that soft bastard Latin, 
Which melts like kiJWH from a female mouth, 
And sounds as if it should he writ on satin 
With syllable that .breathe of the sweet south, 
And gentle liquids gliding all t;o pat In 
That not a single areent sounds aneouth, 
Like our harsh northern, whistling, grunting guttural. 
Which we're obliged to hiss and spit and sputter ail. 



Webster's Dictionary o/t/ie Eru/lixh Language. 
Part ll, — London, Black, Young, and 
Young. 

We should not have deemed ourselves justified 
in bringing this work a second time under the 
threatened to slay both the son and his father, reader's consideration, had it been merely n 
Charlemagne; but afterwards withdrew to continuance of the subject already commented 
Lombardy, where Desiderio (Didier) king of on by us, in our observations on the first part. 
that country, gave him a castle, Chasteaufort But the introductory portion of the number 
or Beaufort, and refused to deliver him up to now before us, contains nearly the whole of a 
the emperor, who made war upon the king and ! treatise on English grammar, in which the 



Ogier for this reason. Ogier having defended 
himself for seven years in the castle which 
Desiderio had bestowed upon him, discovered 
that all his soldiers hod conspired to his be- 
trayal. • Ogier was not sleeping, for in the 
morning he hanged all the rogues who had 
thought of betraying him ; there was one ot 
them at each battlement. When Charlemagne 
was told the issue of the treason, he was much 
surprised, and said, Why it must be, then, that 
the devil directs the fellow.' 

" Charlemagne hoped that he would soon 
surrender, imagining, from the number of boI- 
diers whom be had hanged, that he had none 
left for the defence of the castle. ' Bnt Ogier, 
who was not idle in the castle, cut some wood, 
whereof he had plenty, and dressed each piece 
like a man-at-arms, with hauberk and helm, 
and succeeded in placing one of them at each 
battlement. But where the devil does he 
find so many soldiers ? said Charlemagne. In 
a sortie which he made, he nearby slew the 
emperor and Chariot, and having put to death 
an esquire in their tent, he retired. His pro- 
visions were exhausted; but, nothing discou. 
raged, ha killed a horse, and then 'put his 
things in order, cleansed his porringers, set his 
pot on the fire, and busied himself in moving 
bis wooden-men-at*arme on the battlements. 
them back | Chariot at length discovered to what extremi- 



autbor introduces several alterations, and lays 
down some new positions, relative to this most 
important department of our native tongue. 

We agree fully with him in the assertion, 
that much is still wanted to make a perfect 
grammar. It is a work of extreme difficulty, 
and can only be accomplished by the repeated 
efforts of sagacity and industry, such as he him- 
self in this work exemplifies, in a manner 
highly honorable to him. The attachment to 
the rules of the Latin, naturally proceeding 
from the almost exclusive use of that language, 
in rndhnental education, until a very late 
period, and the reluctance as naturally felt to 
alter what we have been for years accustomed 
to, particularly when it has received the un- 
denting sanction of a long line of teachers 
and writers, throws many difficulties in the 
way of improvement ; zeal and ability, are 
therefore equally necessary for success. The 
former, to stimulate and maintain the exertion 
required to stem a strong current of prejudice, 
the latter, to guide the altered tide of opinion, 
into a better channel. 

Of Dr. Webster's zeal, we can give no 
stronger evidence than the following extract 
from his introduction, premising that according 
to his own statement, it is now forty-six years 
since he laid before the public the first result of 
his investigations on this branch of literature, 



